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miles dowinwest of sf Hanoi). Five: ‘other formes. French or Japanese airfields, 
four large and one small, could be reconditioned. - 


At Seoueat however no airstrips i in. 1 Viet Minh’ hands are longer 
than 900 yards. These strips are kept under reconnaissance by the French 
and occasionally are given a précautionary. bombing. Several recent re- - 


ports have mentioned the arrival-of Chinése Communist aircraft, includ- | 
ing Soviet jets, in Canton, but not in Liuchow. 


ar ae “ see 





Abucties reports ‘have been aconolved végarding the necant Viet Minh: 
attack on Dongkhe*,, ‘The original: report thatthe Viet Minh used United - 
. States-made 105-mm. howitzers.to support this attack apparently was . 
incorrect. Five 75-mm: guns were used for: this’ purpose, but the Viet 
, Minh captured three French 105-mm. Bans ys a ‘Valuable ‘gdition to their c 3 | 
‘limited artillery equipment. ca eee cee : - 


Tt 4s now ‘aétermined. that, in n this attack ‘the Viet Minh forces had | 
' ‘neither new weapons: and equipment, nor néw~type leadership.. No Chinese 








t a , Communists were. identified aoe the: peeee forces. ee ; : | 
| Sorina Borces May b be. Movin to soiitheast China Coast. (SEC- : 

y - 4 - RET) — Recent reports indicate that Communist-forces may be engaged a: | 

se 4 —s in a redeployment toward the ‘Southeast China’ coast, pet prepara- my 
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tory to launching the assault against Taiwan ays. ae 


7 Two armies reportedly are. moving to Pukién 6) from South China, 
and Chen Yi, commander of the Third Field Army (East China), is said to 
have rua visited et @) to establish an | advanced command post r 
there. : Bates An ar z 
- Also, a Nationalist official ae on the défense of northern Taiwan 
reports that the Communist attack is expected'to:come from three main-. 
‘land areas: (a) 40 to 50 percent from Chou Shan: (4); (b). 20 to: 30 percent ° 
from Amoy; and,(c) 20 to 30 percent from Swatow. (6j..:He indicated that 
the attack was: ‘unlikely’ before thé end of ‘August, ‘and: that the weather'was - 
-- not eee, to hinder the: invasion seriously. until the end) ‘of September." é 


An ‘official. ‘United States observer: commented that * “supposed experts” 
disagree about the. effect of weather: on ‘the invasion; but, that the concensus © 
‘of the: ‘pest~informed: ‘seems ‘to support the view: ‘Of this source. Previous - 
“reports. have indicated a. ‘growing belief among. ‘Nationalist officials that the. 
Communists will: be unable to attack Taiwan‘this. year. ‘On the other hand, 
another report’ cited {information from Shanghatl'to-the effect that the Com: ' 
munists say that ““400. aircraft will ype used agatnnt Taiwan, which will be be 
attacked before August. of this year’ a ; 


‘See WIR Wo. SE, page ST 


‘See Becompenyine nee. 4 
oe 


n 





SECRET. 








Peiping Tientsin 


MWQY RQ Ss 
LA MNS cS. 
Sk iteueh ou 33 
.  gasr CHINA 
Nanking} y ne 
. lanking| WS Shanghai: SEA. ue ie | 


O Sa Shop 







RaNsy 
SS 






TSINGHA! ~ 












rostidy © 
, Taipe jrarwan 


SS 
BR ee 


. 4 
WANS TUNG Bratowy2 : 


Wcanton :,° Pre : fae : tfc 





Siiong.Kong” 


* @ Pratas : awa 





“ : o. | Paracel. Ta, se 


*. STATUTE MILES 


‘Press reports from oo Keng however, have raeiadd that the invas- 
a ion has been’ postponed until next year at the insistence. of the Soviet military 
-advisors to Chen Yi’s:staff,’on-the ground. that the Communist forces are not 

yet sufficiently prepared. or: equipped £ for the undertaking. 





Official estimates are'that the move probably. involves 3 armies total- 
ing approximately 60, 000: troops. It was reported that.an additional 2 armies 
‘(totaling 36,000) probably. will move to Fukien from the Chou Shan area. It 
is believed that the 2 armies from South China, estimated at iia 000, more 
a aaa will 6° to the Swatow. area. than to Fukien, | 


_ The previous Communist strength in the Fukien sector was, estimated 
‘at 8 armies, totaling 54,000: This its ‘believed to have béen: increased to:. ae 
approximately 114, 000, with; the transfer of:the: estimated 3.armies to Fukien: | 
from the. Shanghai area, - It has been estimated. that a Communist. attempt ‘to. 
invade eevee would be preceded, by? (a) | A discernible: redeployment » 
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and earcentration of ieee j on the maintand areas’ ‘oposite Taiwan; (b) 
redeployment of aircraft in the. same region; and: (c) : ‘a concentration of 
junks and small surface craft in. the. numerous: inlets: along the southeastern 
‘coast. The foregoing. reports indicate that-such ai -edeployment of ground 
‘forces may, in:fact, be under way, although itis ‘not yet sublcicnt to: pot 
to an immediate launching: of the invasion. ' - 
Numerous dates have been suggested as is the Communist time: 
table. Some of the dates already have passed; : others: ‘Tange as far ahead ~ 
as the spring of 1951. ‘All of the so-called ‘ “invasion: dates’’ must be :re- 
garded as pure: speculation, and many. are based on rumor. However, ‘fol- 
lowing the Nationalist evacuation of Chou Shan ‘on: 16 May, an official United. 
‘States observer stated: ““The average educated | guess by. representatives - 
--of all United States. agencies on Taipei, on 17 May;. was.that the Communists 
A would. have:a firm: gacnnas (on ee af 16 Pla E a Bese to. 
‘which + agree.”’ ey gee ; : 








At that time, it was officially jatednted that this. was “within, the 
Communist capabilities’’, predicated: in large part, /O1: ‘the blow. to Nationalist : 
morale resulting from the withdrawals from Hainan. and-Chou Shan. In 
view of the indications that the redeployment may. already. be in progress, 
this may still be within the Communists’ maximum ECapep ales. but mid- 
- August appears. more likely. - OEE age 


Ceustisratnns of weather ind tides Hislke it binoee imperative that 
_ the attack be launched prior to September, : ‘if the Communists are to achieve 
their. does, wectossed oe: of ee: Taiwan ees the: ayer 1950. 





CHINESE NATIONALIST. TROOPS TRAIN FOR DEFENSE. OF: raTWaN 


Chinese Nationalist troops. on Taiwan. crawl under live 
ammunition | maghine~ gun: dare queens recent, training 1 maneuverse 





